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THE AMEEICAN ADVOCATE OF PEACE AND ARBITRATION. 



of Sabbaoth. The limits of endurance of this gigantic 
evil are being rapidly reached, and statesmen are alarmed 
at the outlook of their policy. 

Nations, as well as individuals,- need to be taught to 
put their trust in God for preservation. This will beget 
mutual confidence, coupled with a desire to act justly to 
one another. The adoption of arbitration for the settle- 
ment of disputes will then be readily accepted and meet 
every emergency, as a substitute for war. It has alread}' 
proved a satisfactory means of settling many interna- 
tional disputes. 

Setting aside the religious principles involved in the 
question, the promotion of arbitration in lieu of war is 
advocated and increasingly accepted on the grounds of 
political economy. Near sixty cases of international arbi- 
tration have already occurred, nearly all of which are on 
the records of the present century, in which twenty-two 
independent nations have been parties. Persia, Turkey, 
China and Japan have not been afraid to follow in the 
lead of the professed Christian nations of Europe, and 
of North and South America. With this extensive ex- 
perience of the justice, economy and mercy of such 
measures for settling international disputes, can a more 
fit time than the present be found to look to the perpetual 
peace of all nations, and to invoke the Divine blessing 
upon our efforts to reach an end so righteous ? 

The greatest Generals, Sovereigns and Statesmen, on 
both'continents, have recommended it. Presidents Wash- 
ington, J. Q. Adams, Grant, Hayes, Garfield and Arthur 
have pressed its claims upon Congress for approval. 
The Senate and House of Representatives of the United 
States have, more than once, recommended it. So have 
the English Parliament, the Congress of Brussels, the 
French National Assembly and Chamber of Deputies, the 
Belgian Chamber of Deputies, the Swedish Diet, the 
States General of Netherlands and the Canadian Parlia- 
ment. 

It is our prayer that the Lord may so bless you with 
wisdom that your deliberations and conclusions may open 
a door of hope to Europe, .Asia and Africa, by which they 
may escape from the crushing burdens of their standing 
armies, by delegating representative men to meet in in- 
ternational council, and perfect a peace that shall encircle 
the earth. The Lord has told us, by His Holy Penman, 
that He has appointed a day when nation shall not hurt 
nor destroy ; "For the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea ;" and that 
Christ's Kingdom, in the latter day, would become so 
universal that He would judge among the nations, and 
rebuke many people ; and they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks ; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. 

This glorious day will be ushered in when Christian 
rulers and Christian statesmen and Christian philanthro- 
pists shall recognize the universal brotherhood of man and 
the universal Fatherhood of God. 

Signed by direction of Western Yearly Meeting of 
Friends, held at Plainfleld, Indiana, the 17th of 9th 
month, 1889. Simon Hadley, Clerk. 

Signed by direction of Indiana Yearly Meeting of 
Friends, held at Richmond, Indiana, Ninth Month 30th, 
1889. 

Allen Tebrell, \ 

Naomi W. Harrison, J 



PAN-AMERICAN CONFERENCE. 

No. 1 Somerset St., 
Boston, Mass., March 2, 1890. 
To Hon. T. Jefferson Coolidge and others, members 

of the International Conference of American Nations : 

Gentlemen — At a recent meeting of The American 
Peace Society, the undersigned were appointed a commit- 
tee to confer with the above named conference and the 
second time to call their attention to the need of some 
definite recommendation by that conference of a system 
of American International Arbitration, such as was con- 
templated in Article VII of the official invitation of the 
United States Government under which the conference 
convened. 

In the absence of information as to what steps have 
been or may be taken in accordance with that article, we 
beg leave to assure you that a deep and widespread feel- 
ing of disappointment and dissatisfaction is sure to ensue 
among the people of the United States of America if the 
conference should terminate without a serious and earnest 
attempt to avert future wars between the American 
nations by the recommendation of a general system of 
arbitral treaties and courts. 

In co-operation with our own auxiliaries and other Peace 
and Arbitration Societies throughout this country we re- 
ceived and forwarded to the United States Congress the 
names of many thousand petitioners for the conference 
now in session, on the sole ground that it would not only 
promote international concord by commercial and friendly 
intercourse, but do much to secure perpetual peace on 
this continent by presenting some practical scheme of 
Arbitration as a preventive and substitute for war in the 
settlement of international disputes. 

On the other hand no one act seems to us of more vital 
importance and we feel assured that none would so com- 
mend the International Conference to the confidence and 
gratitude of the people of the United States of America 
as a serious and earnest attempt to perpetually avert war 
between American nations. 

We will, dear sir, esteem very highly your courtesy if 
you will lay this communication before the conference, 
and especially the committee having the matter referred 
to in charge. 

Edward S. Tobey, ") 

A. A. Miner, t Committee. 

R. B. Howard, j 

International American Conference, 
Washington, March 12, 1890. 
Edward S. Tobey, Esq., Chairman : 

Dear Sir — Your esteemed favor of the 2d has been 
read by me with much pleasure, and I have given it to 
General Henderson my co-delegate and Chairman of the 
Committee on Arbitration. It will receive all the atten- 
tion so very important a subject demands. I trust that 
all the States of the Americas may join in some plan to 
substitute for war an attempt at arbitration. 
With much respect I am very truly yours, 

T. Jefferson Coolidge. 



Clerks. 



The Russian government has ordered the planned great 
railway line across Siberia to be begun in May next. 
When the line is completed it is estimated that the tour 
of the world in fifty days will be feasible. 



